
Brinkburn Partnership: Saturday 1 February, Day of Recollection 
 
On Saturday 1 February, Brinkburn Partnership held a Day of Recollection at St. Bede’s, Bedlington 
on the theme of “God has called me to do him some definite service”. The day began with a 
concelebrated Mass. After a break for tea and coffee, Fr. Ian Hoskins led a thought provoking talk on 
how important it was for us to centre our daily lives on the Word of God, and particularly by using 
“Lectio Divina”. He then then invited the 70+ participants present to try it out themselves, with the 
gospel reading for the Feast of the Presentation, asking them to highlight a word or phrase that 
stood out for them from the passage. Those present then split into three smaller groups to some 
more reflection on the same topic and was thoroughly enjoyed by those who participated.  
  

 
 
After a wonderful buffet lunch, the whole group met one again to listen to a talk from Fr. Shaun 
Purdy on the role of Our Blessed Lady in the Church, her “Yes” to what the Lord was asking of her 
and our response. Questions were then handed out for people to form small discussion groups on 
how we can respond in our own daily lives, in our parishes and in our partnership, to responding in 
the same way that Mary did. 
 
The day concluded with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and a reading of the gospel from St. 
John of the washing of the disciples’ feet and the meditation from St. John Henry Newman on “Some 
Definite Service”, followed by Benediction. Those present commented on how much they had 
received from being present. 
 



 
 
This hopefully prepares us for how we respond in the future to being called to offering some service 
to one another and to the church in changing times that lie ahead. 
 


